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180-182.,1. World Olive Encyclopaedia, IOOC, (1996) pp.89-92. 92-97
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Olive Oil Council Maturation Index International

harvest olives for oil production the International To assist with determining when
Olive Oil Council has developed a formula called the Maturation Index.
Randomly draw 100 olives from 1kg of newly harvested olives then calculate the
Maturation Index as follows:

Ny N1, N2, e, n; are the number of olives belonging

to each of the following eight categories.

0 = the skin is deep or dark green

1 = the skin is yellow or yellowish-green

2 = the skin is yellowish-green with reddish spots

3 = the skin is reddish or light-violet

4 = the skin is black and the flesh completely green

5 = the skin is black and the flesh is violet to half- way to the pit (stone)

6 = the skin is black and flesh is violet almost to the pit (stone)

7 = the skin is black and the flesh is all dark

Maturation Index =

(Oxng) + (1xny) + (2xny) + (3xn3) + (4xny) + (5xns) + (6xng) + (7XN7)
100

The optimum harvest time for olive oil is when the Maturation Index is 5.
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INDICE DI MATURAZIONE (MATURITY INDEX)

0 = skin is a deep or dark green colour. _,w g & M1=1

1 = skin is a yellow or yellowish-green

colour. G ‘
MI=2

2 = skin is a yellowish colour with reddish
spots.

3 = skin is a reddish or light violet colour.

4 = skin is black and the flesh is
completely green.

mumx_:_mc_moxm:a:,_mzmm:_mm<_o_mﬁ
oo_ocﬁ:m_gmi:qocmr.
6 = skin is black and the flesh is a violet

colour almost through to the stone.

7 = skin is black and the flesh is
completely dark.

)

xngd+ 11 xn)el2xn,) el

IM =

100

0 = pelle verde intenso o verde scuro.

1 = pelle gialla o verde giallognola.
2 = pelle giallognola con macchie o
zone rossastre.

3 = pelle rossastra o violetta chiara.

4 = pelle nera e polpa totalmente
verde.

5 = pelle nera e polpa violetta fino a
meta.

6 = pelle nera e polpa violetta fino
guasi al nocciolo.

7 = pelle nera e polpa totalmente
scura.
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