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We make it easy to quickly get grounded in the rules. Each page 
contains all the needed information on a rule including where to 
find it in the actual rule book. Use of this book will allow:

Quicker learning for new umpires

Great refresher for experienced umpires

Materials for coaches to aid in their understanding

Quick primer to help find information to field protests

“If you are the trainer or UIC of a league buy 
one for all incoming umpires and they will 
get up to speed much faster than any other 
book I have ever read. When the rookie gets 
stumped/nailed/embarrassed calling some  
of his first games this is the book for him  
to have at home later that night.”

Jack Leonard, Amazon Review

“RuleGraphics provides a great 
reference for my experienced umpires 
as well as a great learning tool for the 
new guys. I made sure all my umpires 
and coaches had a chance to get this 
valuable tool. One of the best reference 
guides made for the sport.”

Andy Haddix, Umpire in Chief New 
Palestine Youth Baseball League
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Scoring a Run

Rule 4.09:    
Scoring a Run 

(a) One run shall be scored each time a runner 
legally advances to and touches first, second, 
third and home base before three men are put 
out to end the inning. 

EXCEPTION: A run is not scored if the runner 
advances to home base during a play in which 
the third out is made.

(1) by the batter-runner before he touches 
first base; 

(2) by any runner being forced out; or 

(3) by a preceding runner who is declared out 
because he failed to touch one of the bases.

(b) When the winning run is scored in the last 
half-inning of a regulation game, or in the last 
half of an extra inning, as the result of a base on 
balls, hit batter or any other play with the bases 
full which forces the runner on third to advance, 
the umpire shall not declare the game ended 
until the runner forced to advance from third has 
touched home base and the batter-runner has 
touched first base.

Key Points: 

• To score, any runner has to touch HP before 
the third out is recorded in the inning. 

• Even when the run would end the game, 
runners have a responsibility to touch all 
their bases. (If the run scores because of  
an award, only the BR and R3 need advance  
to the next base.) Rule 7.08(a)(2)(See Page 
#49) covers abandoning efforts to advance.

• If an appeal (See Page #34) is upheld  
that causes a runner who is forced or the  
BR before first to be out, all runs that scored 
on the play before the appeal do not count.

• If an appeal (See Page #34) is upheld, then 
any runners behind the runner who  
is the third out cannot score.

• Once a runner legally  
scores, he cannot  
“undo” his run by  
retouching the plate  
and retreating  
toward third.

 

Sample Plays:

• R1, R3, 1 out. Fly ball hit to F9. R3 tags 
and heads home, but R1 thinks there are 
two outs and rounds 2B. After R3 scores, 
the ball is thrown to 1B to retire R1 for the 
third out. 
The run counts. R1’s third out is not the 
result of a force out and R3 scored before 
the out occurred.

• R3, 2 outs. B1 hits a double but misses 1B. 
R3 easily scores. The defense successfully 
appeals the BR’s miss. 
The BR’s out was the third out and it 
happened before he (legally) touched 1B. 
The run will not count.

• Bases loaded, 2 outs, Bottom of the 9th 
inning. B1 hits a single. R1 seeing the hit 
mobs the batter but never touches 2B. The 
defense gets the ball and touches 2B. 
Runner at 2B is the third out on a force out. 
No runs are allowed to score.
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Advancing and Touching Bases

Rules 7.02, 7.05(i) Comment, and 7.10(b):  
Advancing and Touching Bases 

7.02 

In advancing, a runner shall touch first, second, 
third and home base in order. If forced to return, 
he shall retouch all bases in reverse order, unless 
the ball is dead under any provision of Rule 
5.09. In such cases, the runner may go directly to 
his original base.

7.05(i) Comment

The fact a runner is awarded a base or bases 
without liability to be put out does not relieve 
him of the responsibility to touch the base he is 
awarded and all intervening bases. For example: 
batter hits a ground ball which an infielder 
throws into the stands but the batter runner 
missed first base. He may be called out on appeal 
for missing first base after the ball is put in play 
even though he was “awarded” second base.

If a runner is forced to return to a base after a 
catch, he must retouch his original base even 
though, because of some ground rule or other 
rule, he is awarded additional bases. He may 
retouch while the ball is dead and the award is 
then made from his original base.

7.10

Any runner shall be called out, on appeal,  
when – 

(b) With the ball in play, while advancing 
or returning to a base, he fails to touch each 
base in order before he, or a missed base, is 
tagged. 

APPROVED RULING: (1) No runner 
may return to touch a missed base after a 
following runner has scored. (2) When the 
ball is dead, no runner may return to touch 
a missed base or one he has left after he has 
advanced to and touched a base beyond the 
missed base.

Sample Plays:

• R1. B1 hits a ball to deep left field. F7 
catches the ball as R1 is on the 3B side of 
2B. In returning to 1B, R1 does not retouch 
2B. 
R1 would be out on appeal.

• R1. B1 hits a ball to deep left field. F7 
catches the ball as R1 is on the 3B side of 
2B. In returning to 1B, R1 does not retouch 
2B. F7’s throw to first goes out of play and 
R1 is awarded 3B. R1 retouches 1B, touches 
2B and proceeds to 3B. 
R1 has corrected his miss of 2B and will not 
be called out on appeal. This is known as 
the “last time by” principle.

• B1 hits a homerun but misses 1B. Before 
he reaches 2B, the coach tells him of his 
mistake. He turns around and touches 1B. 
This is legal as long as he has not advanced 
to and touched the base beyond a missed 
base during the dead ball.

• Bases loaded. B1 hits a ball into the right 
field gap. R3 misses HP. R2 comes in behind 
him and touches HP. R3 now goes back and 
touches the base. 
R3 would be out on appeal.  
A runner cannot legally return  
to touch a base after  
a following runner scores.

For more information or samples,  
contact dennis@betterrulebook.com

click here to order

Order 10 or more 
and receive  
33% off retail.

Since most youth leagues use professional rules for 
their base set, the rulings and interpretations in the 
book will be relevant.  

RuleGraphics retails for $14.99. But, leagues that 
order 10 or more can get them for $9.99 (33% 
savings) each plus shipping.  

Orders can be processed online and shipped directly 
to your league.

It’s time to re-think how the rules are learned 
and remembered.  Make your life easier by using 
RuleGraphics as your tool to teach the rules.

RuleGraphics is a new and much 
simpler way to learn baseball rules. 
It is a primer and reference for 
professional baseball rules.


