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The City of Ephesus
 The city of Ephesus, under the Romans, the capital of Proconsular 
Asia, was situated on a plain near the mouth of the river Cayster. It 
was originally a Greek colony, but 
became in no small degree 
orientalized by the influences 
which surrounded it. Under the 
Romans, being a free city, it 
enjoyed the right of 
self-government to a great extent. 
Its constitution was essentially 
democratic.  The municipal 
authority was vested in the
Senate and in the Assembly of the 
people.  The town clerk, or 
recorder, was an officer in charge 
of the archives of the city, the
promulgator of the laws, and had great authority. It was by his
remonstrance that the tumultuous assembly mentioned in
Acts 19:24-41 was induced to disperse.
 The city was principally celebrated for its temple of Diana.
From the earliest period of its history, Ephesus was regarded as 
sacred to that goddess. The attributes belonging to the Greek Diana, 
however, seem to have been combined with those which belonged 
to the Phoenician Astarte. Her image, as revered in Ephesus, was not a 
product of Greek art, but a many-breasted, mummy-like figure of 
oriental symbolism. Her famous temple was, however, a Greek build-
ing of the Ionic order. All Greece and Western Asia contributed to its 
restoration, which was a work of centuries. Its vast dimensions, its 
costly materials, it extended colonnades, the numerous statues and 
paintings with which it was adorned, its long-accumulated wealth, 
and the sacred effigies of the goddess made it one of the wonders of 
the world. It was this temple which gave unity to the city and to the 
character of its inhabitants.
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...”The practice of sorcery was connected with the worship of Diana 
from the earliest times.  The “Ephesian letters,”  mystical monograms 
used as charms or amulets, were frequently mentioned by heathen 
writers. Ephesus was, therefore, the chief seat of necromancy, exor-
cism, and all forms of magic arts for all Asia.

Paul’s Labors in Ephesus
 In this city, the capital of Asia, to which people came from all the 
surrounding countries, Paul labored for nearly three years. 
 After remaining in Corinth for eighteen months at the end of his 
second missionary tour, he sailed from there to Ephesus in company 
with Priscilla and Aquila whom he left there.  Later Apollos came to 
Ephesus and Priscilla and Aquila discipled him in the way of God 
beyond what he knew. (Acts 18:18-28) Paul returned to Ephesus and 
he found some who only knew about the baptism of John and he 
instructed them about Jesus. They put their faith in Christ and the 
church began to grow as Paul met with them first in the synagogue 
and then in the hall of Tyrannus. He reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures and taught them the Word so that many heard the Scrip-
tures. (Acts 19:1-10) The Lord worked great miracles of healing 
through Paul and also through the name of Christ many were 
rescued from demonic possession.  People turned away from evil 
spiritual and demonic practices and the name of Jesus was held in 
high honor. Those who practiced sorcery burned their books and the 
worship of Diana was threatened because of the many who were 
responding to Christ.  (Acts 19:11-27)  Those who had business 
ventures that involved the worship of Diana 
(led by a silversmith named Demetrius) organized a riot against Paul 
and the new believers. They gathered together at the Assembly. They 
were in great confusion till the city clerk spoke to them and 
dispersed them for fear of Roman justice.  (Acts 19:28-41) A large 
flourishing church was established in Ephesus and Paul left it in the 
care of elders that he had trained and instructed. (Acts 20:1-38)
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1. Read the book as many times as you can.
A. Read it in different versions.
B.    Do this in at least 3 different settings.
C.    Go through the same book in Quiet Time.

2. List the major themes and highlights of the book.
A. Look for key words and phrases.

3. Make a loose tentative outline.
A. Look for major divisions in the book- also transitions on words.
B. Choose a title that is unique to the book.

4. Summarize the historical background of the  book:
A. Sources to use: (www.biblestudytools.com/) 

•Bible Handbook
•Study Bible
•Bible Dictionary
•Commentaries (www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/)
•Concordance

B.Information to include:
•To whom was it written
•By whom was it written (Do life investigation.)
•When was it written
•Why was it written
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5. Make a chart to summarize what you have discovered in your survey.
Make it on one sheet of paper. Use the chart on the following page or
design your own. The value of such a chart is that it enables you to
picture visually the contents and divisions of  a book.

6. Read the book again.

7. Make an application. Consult the application page in this handout for
help on making applications.

OPTIONAL
8. Write a paragraph answering this question: “What is the importance

of this book to Christian knowledge, life  and service?”
9. Look up key people in the book in a concordance and/or Bible

dictionary.
10. Look up key cities. (Use a Bible atlas or a Bible dictionary.)
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Places in Book:

Theme of Book:

Significance of Book:
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You can use the charts on the  following pages or your own paper to record
your ABC study.

A- A title
Jot down two or three titles that come to mind as you study, then select
the best one or make a composite of them.  The title should give the
summary of the chapter in the form of a heading.

B- Basic Passage
Choose the verse or group of verses (no more than three) which includes
the central meaning or is the key to the  contents of the passage. This
passage should connect with the title.

C- Challenge
As you study the passage ask God to challenge your heart in a personal
way from a particular portion of the chapter. As God reveals this to you
write out in your own words the  corresponding verse(s) from which you
are taking your challenge. Then write out how the challenge applies to
you and state what you plan to do about it. Make your applications
specific (What exactly do I need to do?), measurable (How will I know
when I have applied this to my life?), and attainable (Can I finish it this
week?).

Examples: Bad: I need to be more loving.
Good: I will show love to my roommate by making
his bed all week.
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Types of Application:
S- Is there a sin I need to avoid, confess or make right?
P- Is there a promise God makes in this passage that I can ask Him

  to do for me?
E- What examples are there to follow? Not to follow? Why?
C- Are there any commands I need to obey?
K- Is there any knowledge I received about God or found out I need

  to research?

D- Difficulties
Write down the number of the verse or verses that raise any questions
in your mind as you study the passage. Then write out what specific
question(s) you have about the verse. If time permits research the
answer(s) to some of these questions.

E- Essence
Write out a summary or brief condensation of the passage. Summarize
all parts of the passage equally not giving too much space to one part.
One way to do this is to write one sentence in a rough draft for each
successive thought in the passage, using your own words instead of the
words of the text. Then condense your summary into fewer words,
combining your sentences and making them shorter. You should
average two to eight words per verse.
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abc bible study
Date:

Study Passage:

a A Title

b Basic Passage

c Challenge

Verse of the Challenge:

Truth of the Challenge:

Personal Application of the Challenge:

d Difficulties:

e Essence: (summary)

Verse: Difficulties
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You can use the chart on the following page or your own paper to record
your insights on the book summary.

1. Review your Book Survey.

2. Reread the book one to three times.

3. List chapter titles and key verse for book. Revise if necessary.

4. Write out what you believe to be the theme of the book and its
significance for today.

5. Outline or summarize the book using your chapter outline as a guide.
Do not necessarily limit yourself to chapter divisions.
A good outline has 2-4 main divisions.

6. List your applications.

7. Reread the book, comparing your chapter titles and your outline.
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 a book summary
how to do

 a book summary
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8. Consider your book title. Have you chosen one that uniquely describes
the book you have studied?

OPTIONAL

9. List major lessons and challenges from the book.

10. Memorize book title, chapter titles, and key verse(s).

11. Mark sections that would be especially helpful in teaching or helping
someone else. You can make a diagram, an outline, or an illustration to
help communicate the truth of these key passages.

12. Collect all your studies, summary and survey in a notebook or file for
future reference.
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