WARNING

When Christian believers gather in churches, everything that can
go wrong sooner or later does. Outsiders, on observing this,
conclude that there is nothing to the religion business except,
perhaps, business- and dishonest business at that. Insiders see it
differently. Just as a hospital collects the sick under one roof and
labels them as such, the church collects sinners. Many of the people
outside the hospital are every bit as sick as the ones inside, but
their illnesses are either undiagnosed or disguised. It’s similar with
sinners outside the church.

So Christian churches are not, as a rule, model communities of
good behaviour. They are, rather, places where human misbehaviour
is brought out in the open, faced, and dealt with.

The letter of James shows one of the church’s early pastors skillfully
going about his work of confronting, diagnosing, and dealing with
areas of misbelief and misbehaviour that had turned up in congre-
gations committed to his care. Deep and living wisdom is on
display here, wisdom both rare and essential. Wisdom is not
primarily knowing the truth, although it certainly includes that; it
is a skill in living. For, what good is a truth if we don’t know how to
live it> What good is an intention if we can’t sustain it?

According to church traditions, James carried the nickname “Old

Camel Knees” because of thick calluses built up on his knees from
many years of determined prayer. The prayer is foundational to the
wisdom. Prayer is always foundational to wisdom.

-Eugene Peterson: Intro to James, The Message
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CASE STUDY - Peter & John

26

John 21:20-24
Read through the passage above and consider the situation
between believers in Scripture.

SITUATION
What is the problem between these believers?

ADVICE
How would you counsel these believers if they asked for your help?

WISDOM
What Scripture would you share with them?

ONGOING PLAN
How would you help these believers to reconcile and to continue to
move forward in their relationship?

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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CASE STUDY = Paul & Barnabas

24

Acts 15:36-41
Read through the passage above and consider the situation
between believers in Scripture.

SITUATION
What is the problem between these believers?

ADVICE
How would you counsel these believers if they asked for your help?

WISDOM
What Scripture would you share with them?

ONGOING PLAN
How would you help these believers to reconcile and to continue to
move forward in their relationship?

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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CASE STUDY - Moses, Miriam & Aaron

22

Numbers 12
Read through the passage above and consider the situation
between believers in Scripture.

SITUATION
What is the problem between these believers?

ADVICE
How would you counsel these believers if they asked for your help?

WISDOM
What Scripture would you share with them?

ONGOING PLAN
How would you help these believers to reconcile and to continue to
move forward in their relationship?

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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CHAPTER 5

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

20

12 And since you know that he cares, let your language show it.
Don't add words like “I swear to God” to your own words. Don't
show your impatience by concocting oaths to hurry up God. Just
say yes or no. Just say what is true. That way, your language can't be
used against you.

13-15 Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great? Sing. Are you
sick? Call the church leaders together to pray and anoint you with
oil in the name of the Master. Believing-prayer will heal you, and
Jesus will put you on your feet. And if you've sinned, you'll be
forgiven—healed inside and out.

16-18 Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you can live together whole
and healed. The prayer of a person living right with God is
something powerful to be reckoned with. Elijah, for instance,
human just like us, prayed hard that it wouldn't rain, and it
didn’t—not a drop for three and a half years. Then he prayed that it
would rain, and it did. The showers came and everything started
growing again.

19-20 My dear friends, if you know people who have wandered off
from God’s truth, don’t write them off. Go after them. Get them
back and you will have rescued precious lives from destruction and
prevented an epidemic of wandering away from God.

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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CHAPTER 5

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

18

1-3 And a final word to you arrogant rich: Take some lessons in
lament. You’ll need buckets for the tears when the crash comes
upon you. Your money is corrupt and your fine clothes stink. Your
greedy luxuries are a cancer in your gut, destroying your life from
within. You thought you were piling up wealth. What you've piled
up is judgment.

4-6 All the workers you've exploited and cheated cry out for
judgment. The groans of the workers you used and abused are a
roar in the ears of the Master Avenger. You've looted the earth and
lived it up. But all you'll have to show for it is a fatter than usual
corpse. In fact, what you've done is condemn and murder perfectly
good persons, who stand there and take it.

7-8 Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s Arrival. You
see farmers do this all the time, waiting for their valuable crops to
mature, patiently letting the rain do its slow but sure work. Be
patient like that. Stay steady and strong. The Master could arrive at
any time.

9 Friends, don’t complain about each other. A far greater complaint
could be lodged against you, you know. The Judge is standing just

around the corner.

10-11 Take the old prophets as your mentors. They put up with
anything, went through everything, and never once quit, all the
time honoring God. What a gift life is to those who stay the
course! You've heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, and you
know how God brought it all together for him at the end. That’s

because God cares, cares right down to the last detail.

11

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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CHAPTER 4

16

13-15 And now I have a word for you who brashly announce,
“Today—at the latest, tomorrow—we’re off to such and such a city
for the year. We're going to start a business and make a lot of
money.” You don't know the first thing about tomorrow. You're
nothing but a wisp of fog, catching a brief bit of sun before
disappearing. Instead, make it a habit to say, “If the Master wills it
and we're still alive, we’ll do this or that.”

16-17 As it is, you are full of your grandiose selves. All such
vaunting self-importance is evil. In fact, if you know the right thing
to do and don’t do it, that, for you, is evil.

THE RULES OF SURVIVAL

13

Read through each of these chapters and use a highlighter to mark
anything that speaks to the subject of relationships. Keep in mind
these questions as you proceed.

SCENARIO

What relational situation(s) does James describe?

THE CHALLENGE
From this passage, what attitudes, behaviors and circumstances
could cause relational difficulty to occur?

TIPS TO OVERCOMING
What tips does James give you about how to overcome in this
relational situation?

ROOM FOR GROWTH
What positive character traits are commended in this passage and
how do you grow in them?
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