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Reflector Oil Lamp System

Before American lighthouses began using the powerful Fresnel lens in the 1840s and 50s, giant
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chandeliers of specially designed oil lamps with polished reflectors were the best method known to

create a bright source of light that ships could see from far off our coast. However, even on the
darkest night and in the best weather, these lamps could be seen only for a few miles out to sea
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John Havel, Outer Banks Lighthouse Society, 2013



