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Where the National Park Service 
concept began

The National Park Service (NPS) was founded 
August 25, 1916, and each time we step into a nation-
al park, we see, sense, enjoy the splendor. The experi-
ence might bring a fleeting moment of appreciation, 
but we are so involved in the experience itself, we 
think little of those who made it possible. Who had 
the guts, passion, stamina, endurance, and volunteer 
time to convince the government to keep developers 
at bay and preserve areas for others to enjoy? A small 
group of visionaries including Theodore Roosevelt, 
Horace M. Albright, Stephen Mather, and Woodrow 
Wilson helped create a central government agency to 
govern our national parks. Mather is one of the more 

by Cheryl Shelton-Roberts

H
 

istory is not done with us yet. We enjoy dis-
covering it while still creating it. Visiting 

a national park is akin to being in the past, present, 
and future simultaneously because we help shape the 
future while learning about the past. In 2016, we are 
witnessing milestones: The National Park Service 
celebrates its 100th anniversary and Cape Lookout 
National Seashore marks its 50th.

Above: To commemorate the Centennial of the National Park 
Service (NPS) founded in 1916, the Outer Banks History 
Center and the NPS, Outer Banks Group present a new 
exhibit, Explore Your Outer Banks Parks: Celebrating a 
Century of the National Park Service in the History Center 
Gallery, Manteo, NC on display through the end of 2016.

Exhibits illustrate the establishment of Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore (CHNS), Fort Raleigh National Historic 
Site, and Wright Brothers National Memorial. The CHNS 
was formally dedicated on April 24, 1958. The highlight of 
the ceremony was “Mixing the Waters” (above) from Old 
Faithful Geyser in Yellowstone (the first National Park) with 
ocean water from Cape Hatteras (the first National Seashore). 

In the picture l-r: Allyn F. Hanks, first Supt. of the 
Seashore (1954-57); Gov. Luther H. Hodges; “Mixing the 
Waters” are Supt. Robert F. Gibbs and Rear Adm. H..C. 
Moore, U.S.C.G.; former Rep. Lindsay Warren; Rep. Herbert 
C. Bonner and, Roger C. Ernst, Asst. Secretary of the Interior.
Photo courtesy of the NatioNal Park service Continued on page 2



interesting key players in the formation of the NPS. 
He suffered from bouts of depression and found time 
in parks helpful to restore his mental energy. Fittingly, 
he became the NPS’s first director in 1917 and used 
his network of contacts and personal wealth to head 
the organized park system in new and exciting direc-
tions. He paid the first staff members out of his own 
pocket. Albright professionalized park superinten-
dents and rangers. Presidents Roosevelt and Wilson 
were champions of preserving large tracts of land in 
favor of a no-development philosophy to keep open 
spaces for every citizen and foreign visitors to enjoy. 

And then there were John Muir, the conserva-
tionist and naturalist, and Frederick Law Olmstead, 
the great designer of parks and pioneer of American 
landscape architecture. The depth of history involved 
in our national parks is staggering. And it is worth 
every minute of exploration.

From sequoias to river beds to national monu-
ments/memorials, the NPS has not forgotten light-
houses as some of America’s most historical, beautiful, 
and architecturally significant pieces of history to be 
restored and preserved. 

Thirty-nine lighthouses in its inventory

The NPS now holds thirty-nine lighthouses in 
its inventory, which includes North Carolina’s Bodie 
Island, Cape Hatteras, and Ocracoke Lighthouses. 
All three of these lights are within the boundaries 
of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore (CHNS), 
and although it has taken decades, each has been 
restored with largely NPS funds. This park is a col-
lection of “firsts,” including that it is America’s first 
national seashore, established January 12, 1953. Its 
concept was born in an article written by Frank 
Stick, nature artist, sculptor, and father of renowned 
Outer Banks historian David Stick, for the Elizabeth 
City Independent newspaper. Written during the 
Depression July 21, 1933, Mr. Stick advocated a park 
around Cape Hatteras. In 1934, the NPS executed a 
three-year study of nearly two dozen potential sites 

for a national park on the Atlantic, Gulf, Pacific, 
and Great Lakes with a goal to preserve as much 
recreational land as possible for public uses. Cape 
Hatteras won first dibs as it was the least developed 
area and offered diverse resources for people to enjoy. 
Federal funding restrictions and blustery opposition 
to the park make it a miracle that it exists. And thank 
goodness, because if it hadn’t been created, few could 
touch their toes in the surf or enjoy vast stretches of 
sand and unblocked sunshine, or freely visit some of 
the state’s finest lighthouses today.

Consider this about the CHNS’s previous history: 
The first musical notes were transmitted from the 
Hatteras Weather Bureau Station near Cape Hatteras 
to Reginald A. Fessenden on Roanoke Island in 1902; 
the first SOS distress signals transmitted by a U.S. 
ship, the Arapahoe, was off Cape Hatteras in August 
1909; and Billy Mitchell sank the first warships off 

Continued from page 1
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Cape Hatteras in 1923 using airplanes (bombers), 
which would strengthen our military offense and 
change the course of WWII. 

During the Centennial year, Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore’s special events range from star-
gazing to a park Founders’ event on Ocracoke in 
August. Each historic site within the park also has its 
own special events and programs for the centennial 
year. 

Cape Lookout National Seashore 
on the Southern Outer Banks

On the Southern Outer Banks is a fifty-six-mile 
stretch of coastal wilderness known as Cape Lookout 
National Seashore (CLNS). This park is celebrating 
its 50th year in the National Park Service. Relatively 
unknown to the world, it is quickly gaining attention; 

in fact, Cape Lookout was voted the best park beach 
in America in 2015. Its beautiful dune system, fishing, 
vast and open beaches, coastal camping opportuni-
ties, and wild Shackleford Banks horses are all pro-
tected by federal legislation that will keep its ecosys-
tems protected from development. The park’s office 
is located on the mainland, but CLNS stretches from 
Core Banks Island to the south where Cape Lookout 
Lighthouse, also in the NPS’s inventory, is situated 
all the way to Portsmouth Village, fifty-six miles to 
the north. Absent of bridges, this stretch is reachable 
only by boat/ferry and traversed only on foot or four-
wheel-drive vehicles. In other words you’ve really got 
to want to get there to reach it. Its soundside bight 
area is prime for overnight camping (permit needed 
for groups larger than 25), daytime sunning, kayaking 
and canoeing. There’s great shelling at Cape Point. 
And the beautiful, diamond pattern first-order light-
house offers a panoramic view from the top–sound to 
sea–that is one of the best available anywhere. The 
views include a peaceful look across Barden Inlet and 
Back Bay towards Harkers Island to Beaufort Inlet 
and the Atlantic Ocean at Fort Macon. The park is 
maintaining the lighthouse and currently has it open 
for climbing seasonally with volunteers and rangers 
on hand to share the history. 

What would have become of our lighthouses had 
the government not taken several of them over and 
kept them available to the public? There are some 
lucky situations like that at Currituck Beach Light 
Station that is under the care of the dedicated pri-
vate non-profit group Outer Banks Conservationists, 
Inc. But it’s doubtful that our other lights within the 
national seashores would have fared as well. Thanks 
to visionaries and dedicated park staff/volunteers, we 
have two of the finest national seashores to be found 
anywhere.

Planned programs recognize  
the celebratory year

Special programs/events are planned through-
out the year across the nation. There’s the “Call 

Continued on page 4
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The “Diamond in the Rough” Celebrates its 50th Anniversary and the NPS Centennial poster featuring the Cape Lookout Lighthouse 
and the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society’s winners of the 2015 Cape Lookout Lighthouse Prism Award: (l-r) Erica, Sam, Marjorie, 
and Dallas Spruill. 

Photo courtesy of the NatioNal Park service

to Action” initiative and the “Every Kid in a Park” 
program in which fourth-grade students can obtain 
a free park pass to any national park in the country. 
Current third graders can get their fourth-grade 
passes starting September 1, 2016. There are beauti-
ful gold Commemorative Coins from the U.S. Mint 
and limited edition Centennial [forever] Stamps for 
collectors from the U.S. Postal Service. Beautiful art-
work adorns both coins and stamps; there are sixteen 
(16) stamps in 2016 with depicted parks that celebrate 
collectively the diverse story of our country. 

More information is at https://www.nps.gov/sub-
jects/centennial/ and http://findyourpark.com/. And a site 
dedicated to historic lighthouses within the national 
park system: https://www.nps.gov/maritime/inventories/
lights.htm.  

The NPS Centennial Goal is to connect with and 
create the next generation of park visitors, supporters, 
and advocates. This is especially true for lighthouses. 
As we enter a second century of preserving America’s 
natural and cultural resources we must keep conser-
vation a top priority.

“A National Park is a fountain of life… It holds within its magic realm benefits that are health-giving, 
educational, economic; that… are inspirational. 

––Enos Mills
Aspiring nature writer, early 20th century proponent for parks

Continued from page 3
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I was working at Southern Living magazine as a travel photographer in the 1970s when I started photograph-
ing lighthouses. Along with this new adventure, I also started reading about them and discovered how much a 
part of American history they are. They draw us in and take us on an incredible journey across history. I soon 
realized that I could read about them for the rest of my life and never finish the complete history.

The famous names that were associated with lighthouses amazed this new explorer. For instance—and 
those I mention here are but a few of the great names associated with American lighthouses—Henry Dearborn 
built the first Cape Hatteras Lighthouse in 1803. He was one of the first names I looked up when I got to the 
National Archives in Washington, DC. I requested material from Record Group 26, which holds archived 
documents on the U.S. Lighthouse Service. I discovered that after completing the tower at Cape Hatteras and 
Shell Castle Island (near Ocracoke) that his next job was Secretary of War for Thomas Jefferson. How did he 
qualify for that? It turns out that he was a doctor in a small town near Boston before the Revolutionary War 
who had organized a militia company. He later took them to Bunker Hill and started his military career. He 
was with General Washington at Valley Forge, became a Major General, and led troops at some key battles 
including Sarasota. Dearborn, Michigan, is named after him. Up there, most people likely do not know that 
he built lighthouses or carried out lighting contracts for the government, or that West Point was created while 

Above: Bodie Island Lighthouse was one of three North Carolina coastal lights built under the direction of Army Corps of Engineers Capt. 
Peter C. Haines, Lighthouse Engineer for the Fifth Lighthouse District.

Lighthouses Are
American History

by Bruce Roberts

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

he was Secretary of War for President Thomas Jefferson or that he helped shape the educational and military 
structure there. For that matter, few know that this soldier and lighthouse builder authorized the outfitting of 
the Lewis and Clark expedition.  

I discovered that in what is widely known as a military school, West Point is above all else an engineering 
school. Back in the day, West Point graduates became Army Corps or Topographical Engineers, and these 
officers built dozens of American lighthouses during peacetime. Lower ranking grads were assigned to cavalry.

Movies should be made of some of these stories. I was excited to discover through research that the Cape 
Lookout Lighthouse was completed in 1859 under the supervision of Lieutenant W.H.C. Whiting of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. While working out of headquarters in Wilmington, he met a local girl and married her. 
Two years later, wearing a Confederate major’s uniform while the Union was winning the battle of Manassas, 
he showed up at the battlefield with a regiment of Confederates he transported from central Virginia by train 
and made it a Southern victory. Legend has it that it was the first time in history that troops had arrived at a 
battle by train. Jefferson Davis was watching and promoted Whiting on the spot to brevetted general.  

Since West Point students with the best grades were automatically assigned to the Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) before the Civil War, they tended to move up in rank more quickly than their classmates. In many 
of the major battles of the Civil War, both sides were commanded by former ACOE lighthouse builders. At 
Gettysburg, both General Lee and Meade had been involved with lighthouse construction.  

There are dozens of books in Record Group 26, some badly burned at the corners and water stains from 
extinguishing a long-ago fire, but every scrap of paper that was salvageable is available to researchers. It fasci-
nated me that after a while I began to see some names over and over. The ones I love most are the documents/
letters written during the Civil War years because the coastal lights, including the smaller “water” lights in the 
sounds, were situated on land between warring parties. One name that looked interesting was “J.P. Smith.” 
He sent letters to Rear Admiral William Shubrick, Chairman of the Lighthouse Board in Washington. When 
the Civil War started in 1861, Smith was a twenty-nine-year-old clerk in the Fifth Lighthouse District in 
Philadelphia, which at the time included all of the North Carolina lights.

His first letters were signed “J.P. Smith, Clerk” but a few letters later he signed “Assistant Engineer.”  
And while traveling on the lighthouse tender Lenox, he was carrying a first-order Fresnel lens to install at 
Cape Hatteras in 1863. After weeks of backbreaking work, the replacement Fresnel lens (not the original one 
removed by the Confederates) had been unloaded at a Buxton dock and carted across the island to the light-
house and hoisted up the tower. Hundreds of crown glass prisms were installed and as dusk settled in June 23, 
1863, he lit the flame—a direct quote from one of his letters—and Hatteras’ beam again flashed out to aid the 
Union navy. He wrote clear details of this work to Admiral Shubrick one week before Gettysburg. 

Whereas there were only a handful of people researching lighthouses forty years ago, today there are 
many including the leaders of lighthouse organizations. Instead of guessing at a lighthouse’s history, they are 
researching for themselves to get the “true story.” And they are sharing the information to stop the perpetua-
tion of mistakes, albeit unintentional.

Photographing America’s lighthouses has been wonderful, but I will be forever grateful for finding some 
of the people who built and maintained them, all part of the American story. I am also forever grateful for the 
many restoration and preservation enthusiasts like the members of the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society that 
have come into my life, giving me enrichment and inspiration because of the subject of lighthouses.
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Continued on page 8

Cape Lookout Light 
During the Civil War

by Karen Duggan

At the start of the war there were two lighthouse 
towers standing side by side on Core Banks. The red-
and-white-banded-octagonal, wooden tower completed 
in 1812 was no longer an active lighthouse. The old 
lighting apparatus, consisting of a chandelier frame 
with thirteen lamps, had been removed from the lan-
tern room at the top upon the completion of the second 
tower. In addition, the old tower had been converted 
into living quarters for the lighthouse keepers of the 
new tower. The second tower had begun operations 
only two years earlier in 1859. It was a fifteen-story, 
cone-shaped, red-brick tower that had been built utiliz-
ing the latest engineering designs. From its high perch, 
the light shone out from a brand new 1st order Fresnel 
lens made in France by the Lemonnier-Sautter manu-
facturing company.

Three keepers shared the duties of keeping the 
light shining from dusk to dawn. Keeper John Royal 
had been the last keeper of the old 1812 lighthouse and 
was the Primary Keeper of the new tower. Assisting 
him was 1st Assistant Keeper Silas Blunt (appointed 
in September 1859) and 2nd Assistant Keeper Joseph 
Royal (appointed in January 1860). Joseph also hap-
pened to be Keeper Royal’s son.

On April 15, 1861, Ft. Sumter in Charleston Harbor 
fell to Southern guns. Two days later, President Lincoln 
declared a Federal blockade of southern ports from 
South Carolina to Texas. Even though North Carolina 
did not officially secede from the Union until May 1861, 
Governor John Ellis, following the actions of other 
southern governors, sent telegrams out to the state 
military commanders along the coast and to the super-
intendents of the lighthouse districts in Elizabeth City, 
Washington, Beaufort and Wilmington, NC, ordering 
them to extinguish the lights along the ocean the same 
day that Lincoln announced the Northern blockade.  

Although the order was initially just for the lights 
along the coast, it was soon extended to all twenty-five 
lighthouses and light vessels on North Carolina waters. 
Realizing that the coast was vulnerable, the Confederate 

Light House Bureau in early June of 1861 called for the 
Superintendent of Lights to “cause all the lenses, fix-
tures, and apparatus of the Lighthouses to be removed 
to some place of safety with as little delay as possible”.  

Josiah F. Bell, the Beaufort Collector of Customs 
and Superintendent of Lights,  made arrangements in 
late June to have the lighting apparatus from all the 
lighthouses and lighted buoys in his care removed and 
stored at a warehouse in Beaufort. He hired a Mr. Asa 
Waters as a “machinist” to help with the dismantling, 
removal, and packing of the lenses. Records show that 
the warehouse in Beaufort stored the 1st order lens 
from the Cape Lookout Lighthouse along with the 4th 
order lenses from the range lights on Bogue Banks and 
the smaller lenses from the lighted buoys marking the 
sea lane into Beaufort Inlet from June to September of 
1861 and possibly later.

Once the lens and lamp was removed from the 
lighthouse, Elijah Willis was retained as a keeper at 
the lighthouse through the end of 1861 to protect the 
“public property” left onsite in this remote location. It 
is currently unknown what happened to the Keepers 
John and Joseph Royal and another assistant keeper (it 
is unclear who the 1st assistant was in 1861—Silas Blunt 
had apparently resigned in January 1860 and there is no 
official listing of a replacement.)  

So, by the end of 1861, the lighthouses of North 
Carolina were darkened, their lighting apparatuses 
packed and removed to storage within each Lighthouse 
District. Why were the lights removed? It denied their 
guiding lights to the northern ships blockading the 
southern coastline as well as making it more difficult for 
those northern captains unfamiliar with southern ports 
to locate and enter the port. Southern captains engaged 
as blockade runners (smuggling goods and supplies past 
the northern ships) would know the ports they were 
operating from and wouldn’t need the lights. 

In order to regain control of the North Carolina 
coast and its lights, General Ambrose Burnside launched 
an amphibious assault on the Outer Banks near Cape 
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Hatteras in February 1862. As Federal troops fought 
their way onto the banks and began to make their way 
onto the sounds and rivers, the lighthouse lenses were 
moved from their various warehouses, some just barely 
ahead of the searching Federal troops, to Raleigh. The 
Hatteras lens was stored in a private warehouse near 
Townsville, north of Raleigh, with the remainder stored 
in the North Carolina capitol building rotunda until the 
end of the war. (The Bodie Island’s lens was apparently 
captured and taken to storage in Philadelphia, but that’s 
a story for another time.)

By the end of June 1862, Federal troops had been 
able to take control of the North Carolina coast from 
the Virginia border down to the Beaufort area, the 
waters of the Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds and the 
Neuse River up to New Bern. Federal troops actively 
held New Bern and the southern bank of the Neuse 
River, protecting the railroad line and the approaches 
to Beaufort. Except for eventually occupying the town 
of Washington, the northern bank of the Neuse River 
was left alone.  

As soon as they were assured of relatively safe work-
ing conditions, the U.S. Lighthouse Service (USLHS) 
began to relight the darkened lights. With the original 
lenses still in Confederate hands, the USLHS had to 
find other lenses to use. The Cape Lookout Lighthouse 
would remain dark until January 1863 when a 3rd order 
lens was placed in the lantern room. Under normal 
circumstances a 3rd order lens would be considered too 
small for use in a tower such as at Cape Lookout, but 
these were not ordinary circumstances.

New keepers were appointed: Gayer Chadwick as 
Primary in February 1863, Wallace Guthrie as 2nd 
Assistant in July 1863, and Joseph Ross Guthrie as 1st 
Assistant in March 1864 to care for the relit tower.  

This brings us to the night of April 3, 1864. Of the 
three keepers responsible for the lighthouse, the two 
assistants were the only ones on duty that night. It was 
a quiet night, with only a thin crescent moon throwing a 
faint light.  Late that night, the keepers were confronted 
by armed soldiers who placed them under guard and 
set about placing a keg of gunpowder in the base of the 
lighthouse and igniting it. The resulting explosion was 
intended to render the lighthouse unusable. Then, the 
soldiers melted away into the night.

The news of the astonishing raid was carried into 
Beaufort the next morning and immediately the hunt 
was on for the raiders. With the help of the local 

spy network and their safe hiding places, such as on 
Mary Francis Chadwick’s family farm [Chadwick was 
a Confederate sympathizer], the raiders were able to 
avoid capture for five days until they could re-cross the 
Neuse River into safe territory. From there they made 
their way back to Kinston, seventy miles away.

The raid on the lighthouse was deemed to be 
“exceedingly audacious, as the locality is far within our 
lines” and successfully rattled the Federal troops. But 
the reports varied widely in their details on the amount 
of damage inflicted by the explosion on the tower. 

Confederate reports of “having destroyed both 
lighthouses” or causing cracks in the walls and of caus-
ing the bricks at the base to bulge out were proved to 
be untrue. Federal reports from inspections of the dam-
aged lighthouse reveal that the explosion had damaged 
the lower floor and first landing along with the first two 
flights of the spiral staircase. It also blew out the glass in 
windows and the lantern room and destroyed the supply 
of lamp oil. However, the 3rd order lens was apparently 
untouched. The lighthouse was out of operation for 
about a week as temporary repairs were made to the 
stairs to allow access to the lantern room. A supply of 
oil was provided to fuel the lamp and the lighthouse was 
back in business.  

After its recovery in Raleigh at the end of the war, 
Cape Lookout’s 1st order Fresnel lens had been sent 
back to its manufacturer in France for refurbishment 
and repair.  The iron necessary to replace the damaged 
stairs was not available until after the war. It wasn’t until 
1867 that the lens was returned to the lantern room and 
the wooden stairs were replaced with new iron steps. 

Today, the Fresnel lens has been replaced by an 
aero beacon, but the iron stairs are still in place. At two 
locations along the lower wall of the stairwell you can 
still see the repair points where the temporary wooden 
stairs were once attached to the wall. When you climb 
the spiraling staircase inside the Cape Lookout light-
house, you are walking directly in the footsteps of the 
lighthouse keepers.  

Karen Duggan is a park ranger and education specialist 
with Cape Lookout National Seashore. A list of known Cape 
Lookout keepers is available at https://www.nps.gov/calo/
learn/historyculture/keeper-list.htm. 

Behind text: Artist’s rendering of the 1812 Cape Lookout 
Lighthouse. Drawing courtesy of the National Park Service.

Continued from page 7 CELEBRATE!celebrate!
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In a press release from Cape Lookout National Seashore (CLNS), national parks including 
CLNS, are celebrating the NPS Centennial throughout 2016 with special events, programs, and 
activities. For dates/time/places check www.nps.gov/calo or www.findyourpark.com/Find. Supt. Patrick 
Kenney stated, “Cape Lookout National Seashore is a Diamond in the Rough among the 411 national 
park units. This year, [CLNS] observes its 50th Anniversary… which came to fruition on March 
10, 1966, the day President Lyndon B. Johnson authorized the 56-mile long natural barrier island 
ecosystem as part of the national park system. In conjunction to that monumental event, the [NPS] 
salutes August 25, 1916, the day President Woodrow Wilson signed the act passed by Congress to 
create the National Park Service. A new federal agency in the Department of the Interior respon-
sible for protecting the [then] existing thirty-five national parks and monuments and those yet to 
be established, like [CLNS]. When I am out on the beach in the park, I am always amazed at the 
pure beauty of the area, but I also think about how fortunate we are to have this place and thankful 
for the leadership shown by the people that worked to have it protected for us to experience today.” 

OBLHS will help celebrate these anniversaries at our Annual Keepers Dinner Weekend Oct 7-8, 
2016. 

Cape Lookout National Seashore
Is Celebrating Its 50th Anniversary!

CELEBRATE!celebrate!

Above: Cape Lookout National Seashore is like a treasure chest of gems. There is so much to explore and try on for size.
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OBLHS Board Meeting:
The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society held its annual Board of Directors meeting in Manteo May 21, 
2016. Among the many discussions held, the annual Prism Awards were chosen, committees reports were 
heard, and revised committee members were set up. A great deal of planning goes into these meetings 
and our work continues year-round. If you’d like to participate in a project, please contact us at info@
outerbankslighthousesociety.org.

In May the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society board of directors met to discuss relevant issues including the 
expansion of our educational activities/offerings. Pictured are: (back row, l-r) Cheryl Shelton-Roberts, Robert 
(Bob) DaVia, Richard Meissner; (middle row, l-r) Marjorie Spruill, Bruce Roberts, Cyndy Holda, Bett Padgett, 
Bill Padgett, John Havel; (front row, l-r) Kelly Waller, Mabry O’Donnell, Diana Chappell, Gayle Keresey, Judy 
Moon, Jim O’Donnell. Not pictured: Nicole DaVia.

The slate of OBLHS Board Members and Officers to be announced at the October 8, 2016, Annual 
Keepers Meeting at the North Carolina Maritime Museum, Beaufort, NC; the office of President and VP will 
trade roles and a few other changes will be announced for approval. 

Diana Chappell (President) Richard Meissner (Vice President)
Mabry O’Donnell, Ph.D. (Secretary) Jim O’Donnell, Ph.D. (Secretary)
Robert DaVia (Treasurer) Judy Moon (Membership Chair)
Kelly Waller (Store Keeper) John M. Havel (Website Chair)
Cheryl Shelton-Roberts (Newsletter Editor) Gayle Keresey (Education Chair)
Bett Padgett (Public Outreach) Nicole DaVia 
Bill Padgett  Bruce Roberts 
Cyndy M. Holda (retired Information Officer for NPS; to be approved to board in October)
Marjorie Spruill (NPS and Friends of Portsmouth Village volunteer; to be approved to board in October)

Board member, Virginia Howell, retired this year from the board and her role as Webmaster. We thank her for 
all she did and all the hours she gave to help OBLHS in many projects over the years. 

The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society
Board of Directors
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Your board of directors desires to add a sixteenth member 
to the board. The following amendment will be voted on 
by members present at the October 8th Annual Keepers 
Dinner and Weekend: 

Proposed Amendment:
ARTICLE IV: BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

B. NUMBER AND TENURE: Be it so moved that the 
number of directors of the Corporation shall be no fewer 
than eight and no greater than sixteen including our 
Founders. Each Director (except for The Founders who 
shall hold Board membership in perpetuity) shall hold 
office for a three-year term. In the event of a tie vote on 
any issue, a tie shall signal “No.”

Current By-law states in ARTICLE IV: BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS: B. NUMBER AND TENURE: The 
number of directors of the Corporation shall be no fewer 
than eight and no more than fifteen. Each Director shall 
hold office for a three-year term. The new By-law will read 
exactly as the Proposed Amendment is stated above.

Rationale:

The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society board of directors 
realizes that its directors carry out the main work of the 
Society. Therefore, a strong board will benefit our mem-
bership and North Carolina lighthouses. We put forth 
this proposed amendment to add one additional director. 
Members at large are welcome to make comment: Please 
write OBLHS, P.O. Box 1005, Morehead City, NC 28557 

or contact us at info@outerbankslighthousesociety.org. And, 
you can join us October 8th in Beaufort and personally 
cast your vote.

By-law Change in Need of Approval

Above: The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society’s board of directors is 
asking for a by-laws amendment to add a director.

Dick Moehl 1931–2015
Just as spring winds claim the beautiful cherry blossoms, so does 
Time claim our great leaders. Dick was a mentor when making the 
OBLHS’s first set of by-laws amendments during the late 1990s. 
He was chosen the second president of the Great Lakes Lighthouse 
Keepers Association (GLLKA). He was not a large man physically, but 
his presence was. He became the key force in the restoration of the 
St. Helena Island Light Station. He engaged hundreds of volunteers 
including Boy Scouts and used his Coast Guard credentialed 46-foot 
boat Cake and Ice Cream to ferry them to the island for years. Dick 
testified in Washington D.C. to sponsor national and state legislation 
fostering historic restoration standards for lighthouses. He will be 
greatly missed by GLLKA and the lighthouse community. 

Another remembrance is for Wendy Michaels, author of Keep Your 
Glow On. She donated books for the benefit of OBLHS and volun-
teered at Tybee Island Light Station. 

In remembrance

Dick Moehl sharing lighthouse knowledge on his boat 
Cake and Ice Cream.
Photo courtesy of terry PePPer, Gllka

ll
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In the Lighthouse Community
Things You Should Know

OBLHS Offers PowerPoint Programs 
to Educators and Civic Groups: 

Is there a civic group, church group, or fourth-
grade classroom in your community that would be 
interested in learning about lighthouses of North 
Carolina? OBLHS has created a PowerPoint pro-
gram and text to help you share the history and sto-
ries of our lights. If you are interested in presenting 
a program to a group in your area please contact 
Bett Padgett, 919-264-3075 or bett@bettpadgett.com 
for more information. There are versions of “The 
Guiding Lights of North Carolina” for adults and 
for children. The key to preservation is education! 

Scavenger Hunts are available for North 
Carolina’s seven major lighthouses at 
http://www.outerbankslighthousesociety.org/kids-educa-
tion.html as well as suggested classroom activities for 
grades 4–8. 

Follow New Route Signs along the 
Outer Banks National Scenic Byway, one 
of only 150 nationally designated American byways. 
Along the Outer Banks National Scenic Byway, you 
will notice new Byway route signs. Follow those 
signs and connect with the communities on Hatteras 
and Ocracoke Islands and in “Down East” Carteret 
County. The U.S. DOT established the concept to 
recognize the diverse and unique cultural maritime 
traditions of twenty-one coastal villages found along 
the route. 

Plans for the new Bonner Bridge on 
Highway 12 in Dare County has been in the works 
for twenty-five years. A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held March 8th. This welcomed event comes 
after several lawsuits and other delays. The new 
bridge is expected to open to traffic by November 
2018. The bridge is critical to the tourism industry, 

which employs 12,000 people in the county (about 
one in three residents) and generates $47 million in 
state taxes from the county. Source: Joy Crist, Island 
Free Press.

Raindrops keep fallin’ on my head
An unusually wet, rainy fall and spring affected 
our two coastal national parks. The real damage came 
due to Tropical Storm Colin that delivered historic 
rainfall and flooded several sites within Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore. The Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 
was closed for one day, but perhaps most affected were 
the campgrounds from Oregon Inlet to Ocracoke. 
The park is to be commended for monitoring these 
sites and reopening them as soon as it was possible. To 
check conditions, beach access, and ramp conditions, 
bookmark http://facebook.com/capehatterasns. 

This year’s Annual Keepers Dinner and 
Weekend is Friday–Saturday, October 
7–8, and it’s looking great. Join us for activ-
ities that will include the following brief list (for 
final plans and cost per day/per person, please go 
to www.oblhs.org.) Members will receive registration 
info via mail with final details: 
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Friday Oct. 7: Tours of historic Beaufort start at 
1:30 including the Burying Ground; supper at the 
Sanitary Restaurant (Morehead City) in a reserved 
room, dutch treat.

Saturday, October 8: “Down East” continental 
breakfast at Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & 
Heritage Center, Harkers Island 9:00 a.m.; Tour of 
Museum; Talk: “Shackleford Horses” by Dr. Sue 
Stuska of Cape Lookout National Seashore (CLNS); 
Talk: “Bombing the Cape Lookout Lighthouse” Karen 
Duggan, CLNS; Bag Lunch; Ferry to Cape Lookout; 
Climb Cape Lookout Lighthouse (weather permit-
ting); trips offered to Cape Point (great shelling).

Saturday evening: Dinner and Banquet/Auction at 
North Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort start-
ing around 6:00 p.m.; museum exhibits available to 
visit; special guest speakers for brief talks are Keith 
Rittmaster, Natural Science Curator and CLNS 
Superintendent Pat Kenny. Join us as we celebrate 
the National Park Service’s 100th birthday and Cape 
Lookout National Seashore’s 50th.

Approximately $1.7 million in National 
Maritime Heritage Grants for education or 
preservation projects are available for 2016. Proposals 
for grants will be accepted from May 23 until August 
5, 2016. Applications must be procured at www.
grants.gov.

A link to Lighthouse Updates and other 
news is on our homepage www.oblhs.org.

A new book by Eric Dolan, Brilliant Beacons: 
A History of the American Lighthouse is well researched 
and very interesting. It is a good read that covers his-
tory that most lighthouse enthusiasts and historians 
would never get a chance to learn otherwise.

During the National Volunteer Week 
April 10–16, 2016, the National Park Service hon-

ored Outer Banks Group volunteers. Long-time 
OBLHS member and volunteer, Audrey Connor, 
received the park’s 3,000 Lifetime Hours Award in 
recognition for her volunteer work at Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore. If she isn’t at the lighthouse, you 
just might find her at the Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum. Congratulations, Audrey! 

East Clayton Elementary School received 
one of OBLHS’s special project grants in 2015. The 
fourth grade class of Tracy Mitchell has a lighthouse 
museum in their school. Each year in June, the stu-
dents have an annual open house to exhibit lighthouse 
projects. Everyone is asked to bring spare change to 
“activate” the light keepers. Donated proceeds are 
sent to The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society. 

Attention teachers and volunteers: The 
Outer Banks Lighthouse Society offers two catego-
ries of grants. Students’ Lighthouse Travel Award: 
applications are accepted by the Grants Committee 
until  January 31st; also a Special Lighthouse Project 
Grant applications are accepted until  February 1st. 
See our homepage for more information at www.
oblhs.org. 

We love to hear from and see our mem-
bers. We also would like for you to consider making 
a bequest to the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society. 
We are expanding our education programs; we make 
every dollar work. 

Watch for your 2016 raffle tickets coming 
soon! We have the best prizes yet lined up for some 
lucky winners! 

Friend us on

https://www.facebook.com/groups/oblhs/

and

@OBLHS
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I really enjoy the interaction with the members that I did not have before taking on the role of Membership 
Director. I am trying a postcard system as reminders of membership due dates. With some trial and error, it 
seems to be working great. 

You will receive a postcard reminder in the month your membership is due and you will receive a second one 
if your membership has expired. I get some phone calls and lovely notes from members when I send out the 
postcards. 

Some tell me they appreciate the reminders and some tell me I have made a mistake. That is okay, too! As we 
all know, it is easy to make a mistake and I won’t know I made one if you don’t let me know… so keep those 
messages coming. 

One dear lady called to tell me her husband, who was a member, had passed away. She went on to tell me that 
he loved lighthouses and had been to every one on the east coast. She also told me he had replicas of many of 
the lighthouses. 

Another dear member wrote a note to tell me how much she appreciated the reminder. She said she needed all 
the help she could get. Don’t we all these days? We run from one thing to another every day. 

Thank you all so much for continuing to support our mission of caring for the lighthouses of North Carolina. 

Judy L Moon

A Message from the
Membership Director

announcing:
OBLHS Winners of the 2015 Raffle
1st: Weekend at First Colony Inn — Gail Rolls, Littletown, PA

2nd: Inshore Fishing trip for 2 with Captain Dallas Spruill — Debbie Mayfield, Pfufftown, NC

3rd: Lifetime Membership in OBLHS — David Chappell, Beaverdam, VA

4th: Canvas print of Cape Hatteras Lighthouse by Bruce Roberts — Robert Maddux, Eads, TN
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Dear OBLHS Members,

Summer is upon us and for many that means more time with family and friends. 
I hope you have the opportunity to enjoy some time relaxing and possibly in-
clude a trip to a lighthouse. I was able to visit the Bodie Island Lighthouse in 
early June. Although there had been significant rainfall prior to my visit, the 
standing water served as a perfect setting for a beautiful photo. One great thing 
about a lighthouse—you can always find a neat photo opportunity.

On December 12, 2015, the National Park Service opened the Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse for a free day of climbing. This event, known as OBXmas, has be-
come an annual volunteer opportunity for OBLHS. Our volunteers staff the 
lighthouse and interact with visitors. Our volunteers included: Judy Moon, 
Kelly Waller, Bob and Kathy Paisley, and John and Aida Havel. If you would 
like to volunteer for this event in the future, please let us know.

If you are a Facebook user, please “like” our 
page! 

We share information on upcoming events, updates on projects, and many 
members share their beautiful photos. The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society 
page currently has over 1,580 members.

Our website is still being redesigned. John Havel, OBLHS Webmaster, gave 
the board of directors a preview of the new site and it is extremely impressive. 
Bett Padgett has been diligently keeping information on our current site updat-
ed so that our latest news is still available. Visit us at www.oblhs.org. The website 
is one of our restoration projects but just like with the Bodie Island restoration, 
the end result will be well work the wait!!

I want to share one last piece of news with you. Effective in October—and sub-
ject to vote—Richard Meissner and I will be “switching” roles within OBLHS. 
Richard will become President and I will be VP. The office of President re-

quires some travel and meeting with folks at different times. Because I have a full-time job, Richard and others 
have represented the society at several of these meetings. I suggested that he and I exchange positions. We have 
a great working relationship with strengths which complement each other and we will work together to ensure 
that our transition is seamless to you, our members.

Keep your eyes on your mailbox within the next few months as more details about the 2016 Keepers’ Weekend 
in the Beaufort/Cape Lookout area on October 7–9 and raffle tickets will be forthcoming.

Enjoy your summer and “Keep Your Light Shining Bright,” 

Diana Chappell
OBLHS President

Letter from the President

Photo by Judy MooN

OBXmas volunteer Bob Paisley 
Photo by diaNa chaPPell
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Lighthouse News Official PublicatiOn Of the 
Outer banks lighthOuse sOciety

The Lighthouse News is the official publication of the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society.
Editor – Cheryl Shelton-Roberts, Design – Bruce Roberts

©2016 All material is copyrighted and cannot be used or borrowed without prior written permission from the editor.  
Email: info@outerbankslighthousesociety.org or write OBLHS P.O. Box 1005 Morehead City, NC 28557

The purpose of the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society is to aid in the preservation of the lighthouses and maritime history 
of North Carolina and to work with the National Park Service and other agencies, both government and non-profit 

groups, to achieve the safe keeping of the buildings, artifacts and records of the U.S. Lighthouse Service.
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The Outer Banks Lighthouse Society is pleased to announce its 
Fresnel Prism Awards for 2015

Each year the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society sponsors Awards to individuals within the NC lighthouse community who have contributed 
significantly to the preservation of  lighthouses and their history. These awards were presented at the Annual Keeper’s Dinner, October 2015.

Founder’s AwArd:
Mabry M. O’Donnell, Ph.D.

Bodie islAnd lighthouse AwArd:
Bob and Diana Long

CApe hAtterAs AwArd:
Matt Finlayson

CApe lookout AwArd:
Dallas and Marjorie Spruill, Sam Spruill, and Erica Spruill

roAnoke river lighthouse AwArd 
(plymouth):

Brenda Skiles

roAnoke river lighthouse AwArd 
(edenton):

Madison Phillips

Winners of the 2016 OBLHS Prism Awards will be announced at 
the October 8th Annual Keepers Dinner and Weekend in the Cape 
Lookout/Beaufort/Morehead City areas. Join us!


